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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: PRESS BRIEFING MATERIAL 
REF: (A) STATE 061 147, (B) LAGOS 3249 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE HISTORICAL AND BACKGROUND SKETCHES ON 
THE FEDERAL PALACE HOTEL AND MEMORIAL CENOTAPH. 

2. FEDERAL PALACE HOTEL (LAGOS). THE FEDERAL PALACE 
HOTEL BANQUET HALL - THE SITE OF THE STATE DINNER 
HONORING PRESIDENT AND MRS. CARTER - IS THE HALL WHERE 
THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TRADITIONALLY HOSTED STATE 
DINNERS AND RECEPTIONS. THE HOTEL, WHICH IS GOVERNMENT 
OWNED, WAS BUILT IN 1960. AMONG THE MANY IMPORTANT 
EVENTS TO TAKE PLACE THERE WERE THE COMMONWEALTH PRIME 
MINISTER'S CONFERENCE IN 1966 AND THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AFRICAN UNITY MEETING, ALSO IN 1966. THE FORMAL SIGN- 
ING OF THE CHARTER OF ECOWAS TOOK PLACE AT THE FEDERAL 
PALACE HOTEL IN 1974. HEADS OF STATE FROM MANY COUN- 
TRIES HAVE BEEN HONORED THERE BY THE FEDERAL MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA. 
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3. MEMORIAL ENOTHAPH (LAGOS). THE NEW MEMORIAL 
CENOTAPH WAS OFFICIALLY COMMENORATED ON JANUARY 15, 
1978, AT A WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY BY HEAD OF 
STATE GENERAL OBASANJO TO MARK ARMED FORCES 
REMEMBRANCE DAY. A LARGE, CIRCULAR AREA LOCATED 
AT THE NORTH END OF TAFAWA BALEWA SQUARE, THE 
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CENOTAPH IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF ALL NIGERIAN 
SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT AND DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE IN 
THE TWO WORLD WARS AND THE NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR. 

DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 
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